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Blackboard Prompt
	           In My Pafology, Everett demonstrates that it is “good because it’s awful” by trying to describe various issues in society in a way that portrays a good picture. For instance, in the novel “We’s Lives in da Ghetto,” the narrator asks Sharonda if she is pregnant. He insinuates that he had seen her go to the pharmacy, which she strongly denies. She is not even sure if she is pregnant. In this context, the author is trying to show the readers that even though pregnancy and children are good things, people from the ghetto see it as awful due to the financial challenges associated with them. Goodness is juxtaposed with awfulness since pregnancy can be interpreted as good or bad based on the situational factors.
           Everett is trying to show the audience that there is a need for realness in every aspect of life. Nowadays, individuals strive to sugarcoat a lot of things to please other people or avoid being seen as savage. Writing something so bad paints the real picture of the issue as it is. For example, “Aspireene’s mama be keeping company with some they call Mad Dog, so I don’t need to be sniffing around her crib.” From the statement, the word “Nigger’ has been used even though it is offensive; this is how African-Americans call each other in the real world. Also, “Mad Dog” is also used to refer to a person; this depicts reality since people tend to call other funny names based on their behavioral characteristics. The man was referred to as “Mad Dog” since his behaviors are likely to be the same as a dog. In this regard, he is likely to be aggressive and furious with other people for no reason.
           Moreover, Everett saying that Tylenola’s mama is so crazy that she would pop a cap in someone’s face for not giving her money she has been asking for is “bad it’s good.” Even though popping a cap in somebody’s is bad, the mother has to do it to keep her children on toes. The children need to know that it is their responsibility to take care of their parents at old age. The statement is trying to make a point of how African-Americans perceive familial responsibilities. In African-American setups, children need to provide for their parents since most of them were unemployed and do not have the privilege of pensions like their White counterparts. As a result, there is a high dependency ratio.

